Pro Bono Resolution

(Adopted by the Board of Governors of the State Bar of California
at its December 9, 1989 Meeting and amended at its June 22, 2002 Meeting)

RESOLVED that the Board hereby adopts the following resolution and urges local bar associations to
adopt similar resolutions:

WHEREAS, there is an increasingly dire need for pro bono legal services for the needy and
disadvantaged; and

WHEREAS, the federal, state and local governments are not providing sufficient funds for the delivery of
legal services to the poor and disadvantaged; and

WHEREAS, lawyers should ensure that all members of the public have equal redress to the courts for
resolution of their disputes and access to lawyers when legal services are necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, the Judicial Council of California and
Judicial Officers throughout California have consistently emphasized the pro bono responsibility of
lawyers and its importance to the fair and efficient administration of justice; and

WHEREAS, California Business and Professions Code Section 6068(h) establishes that it is the duty of a
lawyer “Never to reject, for any consideration personal to himself or herself, the cause of the defenseless
or the oppressed”; now, therefore, it is

RESOLYVED that the Board of Governors of the State Bar of California:

(1) Urges all attorneys to devote a reasonable amount of time, at least 50 hours per year,
to provide or enable the direct delivery of legal services, without expectation of
compensation other than reimbursement of expenses, to indigent individuals, or to not-
for-profit organizations with a primary purpose of providing services to the poor or on
behalf of the poor or disadvantaged, not-for-profit organizations with a purpose of
improving the law and the legal system, or increasing access to justice;

(2) Urges all law firms and governmental and corporate employers to promote and
support the involvement of associates and partners in pro bono and other public service
activities by counting all or a reasonable portion of their time spent on these activities, at
least 50 hours per year, toward their billable hour requirements, or by otherwise giving
actual work credit for these activities;

(3) Urges all law schools to promote and encourage the participation of law students in
pro bono activities, including requiring any law firm wishing to recruit on campus to
provide a written statement of its policy, if any, concerning the involvement of its
attorneys in public service and pro bono activities; and

(4) Urges all attorneys and law firms to contribute financial support to not-for-profit
organizations that provide free legal services to the poor, especially those attorneys who
are precluded from directly rendering pro bono services.




