California Accredited Law Schoc! Guidelines
Guideline 8.9 Practice-Based Skills and Competency Training

(A) (1) A law scheol must provite the opportunity for students in the JD degree
program to complete a minimum of fifteen (15) units of practice-based skills and
competency training.

{2) A law school must provide the opportunity for forsign-educated LL.M.
gitudenis who intend-are enrolled in the law school {0 quallfy to skt for the
California Bar Exam, to completa a minimum of five (§) units of pracilce-basad
gkilis and compsiency tralning.

(3) Paits of any substantive course that are dedicelad to developing skill-basad
competencies may be used to satisfy this requirement. Schoeis mav record and
report partial units in increments of no less than orie-tenth (.10) unit.

(B) (1) For the purpcsas of this section, tse term “unlis” also includas practical
skills treining achieved cuiside the claseroorn while vorking in scheol-approved
“sxternship®, “iniamekip”, “clerkship®, and “clinic” saitings. In those seitings, a
*unit” is earned by meeting the houriy resulrement that the school uses for
graniing credit for intemships, axternships, or other clinical sxperiances, or in the
absance of a schoo! raquireiment, complefing a minimur of 50 hours of qualifying
work as definad in subsections C through E.
(2) “Extarriehip” or “Internship® is & school-approved placement during law school
in & private, public, or nonprofit law office whether or not the applicant racalves
academic credit or compensation.
(3) “Clerkship” is a placement in a judga’s charnbare during law scheol whither
or not tha applicant receives academic credi or compensation.
(4) “Clinic” is a course or program aponsored by the iew school thet provides
students with & subetantial lawyering experienca supervised by a facuty
member.

(C) Competency training must develop the coneaspts underlying a particular

practice-based skill or subject maiter, provide opporiunities for Individual studant

engagement in addition to traditiongl classroom discussion, provids for student

feadback from & faculty membar, and prowde Oppormmiee for sludani saﬂ‘-
Iuaimn COmpetancy tramlng top esGree - Tilag

= Includsu. bul: arah not

limﬂad m the fnllomng—teplea

{1) oral presentation and advocacy;
(2) Interviewing arid couneeling;
(4) client service, proiessional civility, end professional responsibiliiy;
w mediation, arbitretion, or ather alternate dispute resolution
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(8) 'egai rssearch and writing;

(7) epplied legal wiiting such as drefiing of contracts, plaadings, or cther
legai ingtrumants;

(8) law practice management aad law-relefed technoiogy;

(9) cultural competancy and the needs of spacial populationa;

(10) collaboration, project managsment, and iime-management;

{(11) aceounting, budgeting, bookkeeping, and other financiel analysis;
(14) business strategy and market analysks;

(15) pre-trial preparation and fact investigation, inciuding discovery, e-discovery,
rmotion praciica, assessing evidenca, or utifizing exparts;

(16) trial practics skills, and

(77} ransactional practice skills.

(D) Pro bono work completed as part of a law schoo! program or through non-
classroom esgperisnce may be countad toward-the-fifleer-unitas practice-based
skilis competansy training provided tha work is consistent with the requirements
of this subdivision.

(E) To qualify undar this section, Externships and Internships raust be suparvised
by & licansed atlomey who has practiced lew for at least two years and must
provida the following:

(1) an orientation ssseion;

(2) indiviivalized supervision;

(3) timely oral and vatiten feedback;

(4) diversity of tasks that provide the opportuntty for isaming skili-based
compaiencies; and

{5) opportunity for reflection.

(F) The fifteen-unit praclica-based skills and competency tralning will be phased
in over three years and wil-must be availableapply- to students enrolling in law
schoal on the following schedule:

(1) students entering the JD program in the 2017-2018 academic year must be
providad the opportunity to complete five units of practice-beced skills ard
competency training;

{2) students entering the JD program in the 2018-2018 ecedemic year mugt be
provided the opportunily to complete ten units of practica-based ekllis and
competency tralning; and

(3) students entering the JD program thereafier muzst ba provided the opportunity
to complete fifisen unlis of practice-based skillz and competsncy training;

(4) studants entering the LL.}4 dagres program In the 2018-2018 academic year
and thereafiar, must ba provided the opportuniiy o complete five units cf
practice-based skills and compatency iraining.



