
Judicial Council Resolution on Pro Bono
(Unanimously endorsed by the Judicial Council of
California, May 17, 1996)


RESOLVED, that the Judicial Council of California will join the State Bar of California to launch a cooperative effort to broaden access to the courts for unrepresented and low or middle-income persons; this access is threatened due to the lack of adequate funding for legal services programs serving the poor. There presently are an increasing number of litigants who must represent themselves without the assistance of counsel, and the lack of funding for legal services programs further diminishes access to our judicial system for those without adequate financial resources.

The Judicial Council urges members of the California judiciary to help address this urgent need by contributing to the effort to encourage pro bono legal work;
such as:

(1) agreeing to sign pro bono recruitment letters on behalf of pro bono programs;

(2) participating in pro bono recognition events;

(3) assisting in the training of pro bono lawyers;

(4) considering special accommodations for counsel who are volunteering their services on behalf of the indigent, such as allowing pro bono attorneys to be heard first on the calendar, setting pro bono cases at specific times, or allowing pro bono attorneys to attend routine hearings by conference call; and

(5) working closely with pro bono programs to make clinics available at or near the courthouse for those who cannot otherwise afford counsel.
