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RULES GOVERNING THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

PROGRAM FOR CERTIFYING LEGAL SPECIALISTS
(adopted by the Board of Governors 8/27/94; last revised effective 10/22/05)
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fee shall be waived for that year. The annual fee shall be waived for certified specialists engaged in judicial
service as defined in section 12.7.2.

20.4 Annual Fee Late Charges

Annual fees not paid within airety-€90) days after billing shall be delinquent and shall be subject to late charges
in an amount to be set by the Board of Governors.

20.5 Notice of Delinquency of Annual Fee

— S 7 4 28 ¥ . .

)

.H',h

. o
[ —

T U
|

l—







RULES GOVERNING THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
PROGRAM FOR CERTIFYING LEGAL SPECIALISTS
(adopted by the Board of Governors 8/27/94; last revised effective 10/22/05)

As a part of, or prior to the annual reporting process, the Board shall evaluate the program to determine whether the
goals of the program are being met and whether the program should be modified.

22.0 Board of Legal Specialization

221 Composition

The California Board of Legal Specialization shall be established and appointed by the Board of Governors. |
and shall be composed onG 12 members mcludmg the Chalr Vlce-Chalr anet one adwsor and at Ieast three

non-lawyers. et I - - i i
three-(3)non-tawyers: In addltlon the chairs of the Advisory Commlssmns shall be appomted as votlng
members.

All lawyer members of the Board must be certified specialists, except where certification in the field of law
practiced by the lawyer has been available for less than six {6} years or certification is not available in the field
of law or subfield of law in which the lawyer practices. If a member of the Board misses more than three (3}
meetings of the Board, the member is subject to removal.

22.2 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

The Board shall recommend for appointment as Chair and Vice-Chair Board members receiving a majority of
the votes of the Board members present.

22.3 Duties

The Board, subject to these Rules, shall administer the program, including proposing additional fields of law to
be added to the program. In addition, it may propose fees and changes to these Rules and prepare forms
consistent with these Rules. All such additional fields of law, fees and proposed changes to these Rules shall
be submitted to the Board of Governors for adoption.

224 Advisory Commissions

22.41 Advisory Commissions to the Board shall be established and appointed by the Board of
Governors for each field of law in which specialists are to be certified. They and shaII be composed of
nine {9y members, including the Chair, and Vice-Chair, -

Gevernors-and-shatHnelude-a-minimum-of and one 4 non-lawyer member. All lawyer members of the
Commission must be certified specialists in  the Commiission's field of law, except where certification is
not available in the field of law in which the lawyer practices or certification in the Commission's field of
law has been available for fewer than six (6} years. If a member of the Commission misses more than
three 3y meetings of the Commission, the member is subject to removal.

22.4.2 The Chair of each Commission or his or her designee must attend all meetings of the Board. If
the Chair misses more than three meetings of the Board, the Chair is subject to removal.

22.4.3 The appropriate Commission shall assist the Board in administering the Program, including
advising the Board regarding the standards for certification and recertification. The Commissions shall
be responsible for constructing and administering the examinations, subject to the approval of the
Board. Except by specific authorization of the Board, no Commission shall take an official public
position on behalf of the program or the Commission.

22,5 Council of Past Chairs

A Council of Past Chairs shall be established and agponnted by the Board of Governors as a sub-entlty of the
Board to advnse and consult wuth the Board and e-composed-of-no-more-than
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RULES GOVERNING THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
PROGRAM FOR CERTIFYING LEGAL SPECIALISTS
(adopted by the Board of Governors 8/27/94; last revised effective 10/22/05)

23.0 Confidentiality
23.1 Application

All information relating to an application is confidential, including the contents of the application form,
documents, records, communications, other papers, and statements of references related to an application,
except to the Office of the Chief Trial Counsel or such other person designated by the Board to represent it at a
hearing, as provided by section 15.7, or upon prior order of the Board of Governors. The information is the
property of the State Bar of California and shall not be disclosed to anyone, including the applicant, except that
an applicant may be informed as to the status of his or her application at any time. Nothing in this section shall
be construed as prohibiting the disclosure of information of alleged professional misconduct to the Office of
Investigation, Office of Trial Counsel, or other appropriate disciplinary body of the State Bar.

23.2 Independent Inquiry and Review

Notwithstanding section 23.1, with respect to applications which are submitted to the Commission for
independent inquiry and review, the fact that an application has been filed may be disclosed to persons from
whom information about the applicant is sought. The applicant is not entitled to know the identity of or review
the written statements of persons from whom information about the applicant is sought or received.

23.3 Breach of Confidentiality

23.3.1 Upon a claim of breach of confidentiality, a three<{3) -member special committee shall be
appointed by the Board from among its members or the members of the Commissions to investigate
and determine such claim. In the conduct of investigations, the special committee may, among other
things, administer oaths and affirmations, compel, by subpoena, the attendance of witnesses and the
production of books, papers and documents pertaining to the alleged breach of confidentiality. Any
claim of breach of confidentiality shall be investigated fully, including but not limited to, the confronting
of the member of the Board or Commission against whom the claim has been made; and if the claim is
found to have merit, a report shall be made to the Board. The report shall include a recommendation as
to whether the Board shall request the Board of Governors to remove the person(s) from the Board or
Commission. The special committee shall also report the failure of any person to cooperate in the
investigation of the claim. No person against whom a claim of breach of confidentiality is brought shall
serve on a special committee investigating said claim.

23.3.2 If a claim of breach of confidentiality is brought against a member of the Board of Governors
or staff member of the State Bar, the claim shall be referred to the Board of Governors for its
investigation and determination.
24.0 Conflict of Interest
241 Circumstances Requiring Recusal
A member of the Board or Commission shall recuse himself or herself from any and all participation in the
consideration of an applicant or from attempting to influence others with respect to an applicant in the following
circumstances:
24.1.1 He or she is the current or former law partner or associate of the applicant;
24.1.2 He or she, or the law firm or office with which he or she is affiliated, represents the applicant;
24.1.3 He or she, or the law firm or office with which he or she is affiliated, is a party to pending litigation
in which the applicant, or the law firm or office with which the applicant is affiliated, is also a party or
represents a party to that litigation.

24.1.4 He or she, or the law firm or office with which he or she is affiliated, represents a party in pending
litigation in which the applicant, or the law firm or office with which the applicant is affiliated, is a party;
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