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Created by the California Legislature in 1927, the State Bar of California is an administrative 
arm of the California Supreme Court. Its mission is to protect the public and includes the 
primary functions of licensing, regulation, and discipline of attorneys; the advancement of the 
ethical and competent practice of law; and support of efforts for greater access to, and 
inclusion in, the legal system. To learn more about the State Bar of California, please visit: 
www.calbar.ca.gov/About-Us.
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For more information about this brief, please contact trustfundprogram@calbar.ca.gov.

The Office of Access & Inclusion (OA&I) advances the State Bar’s mission to expand access to 
justice and promote diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in the legal profession. It develops 
policies and research to improve access to legal services, shares best practices to strengthen 
DEI, and administers funding for legal aid and public defender offices serving low-income 
Californians. Overseen by the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission, OA&I will administer 
approximately $313 million in 2025 to 114 organizations, including $283 million in core funding, 
twice the amount it distributed in 2024.
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This impact brief outlines the consequences of deep funding cuts to California’s legal aid 
system and the cascading effects on housing, immigrant communities, survivors of violence, 
and rural and inland access. Its goal is to inform policymakers, advocates, and stakeholders 
about the urgent need to sustain and strengthen legal aid infrastructure.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sylvia Nam, Senior Program Analyst, Office of Access & Inclusion
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