
ATTACHMENT B

Proposed Rule 2.3 of the State Bar Rules
(Redline Version)

Interim Rule 2.3 Noncompliance with Attorney Civility Oath Requirement

[This interim rule 2.3 is adopted by the Board of Trustees pursuant to rule 1.10(C) of the Rules of 
the State Bar of California and shall expire 120 days after adoption, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Board of Trustees.]

(A) Definitions

(1) “Noncompliance” is failure to submit the one-time civility declaration as required 
by California Rule of Court 9.7(b), annually reaffirm the civility pledge declare 
adherence to the oath as required by rule 9.7 of the California Rules of Court 
9.7(c), or failure to pay any assessed fees or penalties, as set forth in the 
Schedule of Charges and Deadlines, for noncompliance failure to abide by this 
rule or rule 9.7 of the California Rules of Courtas set forth in the Schedule of 
Charges and Deadlines. 

(2) “Oath” is the oath required to be taken annually by all active licensees and 
Special Admissions Attorneys under rule 9.7 of the California Rules of Court.

(23) “Special aAdmissions aAttorney” is an attorney permitted to practice law in the 
State of California under California Rules of Court 9.41.1, 9.44, 9.45, or 9.46.

(B) Oath deadline

The annual deadline for licensees and Special Admissions Attorneys to declare adherence to the 
Oath is the same date as the deadline for a licensee to pay their annual license fees as set forth 
in rule 2.11 of these rules. Failure to timely declare adherence to the Oath will subject the 
licensee to a Noncompliance fee set forth in the Schedule of Charges and Deadlines.

(BC) Return to Aactive Sstatus

(1) A licensee or Special Admissions Attorney must submit the one-time civility 
declaration as required by California Rule of Court 9.7(b)(1)declare adherence to 
the oOath required by California Rule of Court 9.7(b) prior to being placed on 
returned to active status.

(CD) Enrollment as inactive for nNoncompliance



(1)        A licensee or Special Admissions Attorneydetermined by the State Bar to be in 
noncompliance with State Bar civility oath requirements who is sent a notice of 
Noncompliance must comply with its terms or be involuntarily enrolled as 
inactive or have their special admissions status suspended. An inactive licensee 
or suspended Special Admissions Attorney iswill be enrolled as inactive and not 
eligible to practice law. The involuntary inactive enrollment or suspension is 
administrative and no hearing is required.

(2)        A special admissions attorney determined by the State Bar to be in 
noncompliance with the State Bar civility oath requirements will be suspended 
or terminated from the special admissions program. The enrollment is 
administrative and no hearing is required.

(3)        All licensees will receive notices of non-compliance at least 60 days prior to 
involuntary inactive enrollment. All special admissions attorneys will receive 
notices of non-compliance at least 60 days prior to suspension or terminations.

(DE) Reinstatement following nNoncompliance

(1) Enrollment as inactive for nNoncompliance terminates when a licensee submits 
proof of compliance with this rule and rule 9.7 of the California Rules of Court 
and pays any assessed nNoncompliance and reinstatement fees, as set forth in 
the Schedule of Charges and Deadlines.

(2) ReinstatementTo be reinstated after suspension or termination of special 
admissions status, a sSpecial aAdmissions aAttorney requires the attorney to 
must demonstrate that they meet all eligibility and application requirements for 
the special admissions program, this rule, and rule 9.7 of the California Rules of 
Court and pay any assessed Noncompliance and reinstatement fees, as set forth 
in the Schedule of Charges and Deadlines. 

Interim Rule 2.3 adopted effective November 20, 2025. 
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