
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

IMMIGRATION LEGAL NEEDS AND ACCESS 
GAPS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
Brie ng on the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission Impact Report | June 11, 2026 

For  more  in format ion  on  th is  fact  sheet ,  p lease  contact  Jenn i fe r  Ze ln ick ,  Pr inc ipa l  Program Ana lyst ,  a t  
Jenn i fe r.Ze ln ick@calbar.ca .gov.  

STATE BAR-FUNDED IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES 

provide immigration legal services, 
helping people in California obtain 
work authorization, secure legal 
status, seek release from 
immigration custody, and pursue 
citizenship. 

71 State Bar-funded 
organizations 

 
     

    
   
    
     

      
  
    

    
 

    
    

       
    

    
 

An Attorney Desert 

 

   

Between 2020–2025, an average of 15 State Bar-funded organizations provided
immigration legal services in Los Angeles county, resulting in: 

31,962 immigration cases closed. 

34,666 people in households helped. 

$784,707 in monthly bene ts won and over 
$1.64M saved in reduced fees. 

3,257 deportations prevented. 

902 people obtained asylum. 

1,830 clients obtained lawful 
permanent residency. 

 










 






IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY DESERTS IN LOS ANGELES AND NEIGHBORING COUNTIES 

COUNTY FOREIGN-BORN 
POPULATION 

# IMMIGRATION 
ATTORNEYS (AVVO) 

TOTAL ACTIVE 
ATTORNEYS 

% IMMIGRATION 
ATTORNEYS 

IMMIGRATION ATTORNEYS 
PER FOREIGN-BORN POP. 

Los Angeles 3.26M 1,506 59,097 2.5% 1:2,165 

Kern 186,351 16 828 1.9% 1:11,647 

Orange 963,812 501 18,618 2.7% 1:1,924 

San Bernardino 478,285 88 2,396 3.7% 1:5,435 
Ventura 185,465 53 2,794 1.9% 1:3,499 

mailto:Jennifer.Zelnick@calbar.ca.gov


Immigration-related problems are the most common issue for which people in California 
seek legal help. 
• 

LEGAL SERVICES: NEEDS AND OBSTACLES 

go unaddressed, 
especially for low- and 

middle-income 
families 

g p 

did not participate 
in the U.S. DOJ's 
Recognition and 

Accreditation 
Program 

reported increased 
requests for 

immigration-related 
services in 2025 

25 counties 84% of State Bar-
funded providers 

2/3 immigration 
legal needs 

• For some providers, removal defense requests doubled following policy changes in 
early 2025. 
• Fear of deportation has discouraged some immigrants from seeking legal help, 

including for urgent problems. 
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