May an attorney resign with

Is admission of the truth of (or of an inability to

Jurisdiction ; successfully defend against) the allegations
charges pending? >
required?
Arkansas Yes No
California Yes No
Yes (permanent if attorney
Connecticut waives privilege of applying for No
readmission)
Yes (permanent if attorney
. states that resignation is
Florida submitted Witho%t leave to No
reapply for readmission)
Unclear (the terms “voluntary
. surrender of license” and
Georgia “ N Yes
voluntary discipline” appear to
be used interchangably)
Hawaii Yes Yes
Indiana Yes Yes
Kentucky Yes No
Louisiana Yes No
Maine Yes Yes
Massachusetts Yes Yes
Yes; however, resignation will Unclear; the rule does not explicitly require an
Michigan be accepted only pursuantto a | admission of guilt; however, it is entitled: “Resignation
court order of recovation by Respondent; Admission of Charges.”
Minnesota Yes No
No; however, attorney must state that he or she does
Mississippi Yes (permanent) not desire to defend the allegations; also, resignations
are considered tantamount to proof of guilt
. . No; however, attorney must “admit or deny the ethical
Missouri Yes . "
misconduct” alleged
Nebraska Yes Yes
New Hampshire Yes No
New Mexico Yes Yes
1% Dept. Yes Yes
2" Dept. Yes Yes
New York y No; _however, attorney may not cc_Jntest the allegations
3" Dept. Yes and is precluded from asserting his or her innocence of
them
4" Dept. Yes Yes
Ohio Yes (permanent) No
Oklahoma Yes No
No; however, attorney must state that he or she does
Oregon Yes “ . » ; .
not desire to contest of defend” against the allegations)
No; however, if the resignation is accepted, the
Texas Yes - . . .
misconduct is deemed conclusively established
Vermont Yes Yes
Washington Yes (permanent) Yes
West Virginia Yes No

No other states permit resignation with charges pending (although “disbarment by consent” is permissible). These states include:
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Nevada,
New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia,

Wisconsin and Wyoming.
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