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12/31/2002 12/31/2003 12/31/2004 12/31/2005 12/31/2006 12/31/2007 10/31/2008
Respondents 1 25 53 88 109 127 157
Cases 2 44 110 182 248 246 306

Successful Still 

Alternative Discipline Program Participation 

Current status of matters admitted into Alternative Discipline Program as of 10/31/08
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Respondents 246 51 38 157
Cases 487 80 101 306
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State Bar Court Developments 
(November 2008) 

 
 
 
 
1. The Supreme Court has appointed Catherine D. Purcell as Review Judge in the State Bar 

Court.  Judge Purcell has been with the Kern County Superior Court since May of 2001 
where she has twice stood unopposed for re-election.  She recently completed a two-year 
term as Supervising Judge of her Court’s East Division and over the years has presided 
over a wide variety of cases involving family law, criminal law, civil, small claims, and 
traffic.  Prior to her appointment as a superior court judge, Judge Purcell was a Deputy 
District Attorney for the Kern County District Attorney (1989-1991 and 1993-2001).   
 
Judge Purcell was appointed to a six-year term commencing November 1, 2008.  She will 
take office on November 7, 2008. 
 

2. The Speaker of the Assembly, Karen Bass, has reappointed Richard A. Platel as Hearing 
Judge in the State Bar Court.  Judge Platel was originally appointed to the State Bar Court 
by Fabian Nunez in 2004 to fill the unexpired term created when Judge Alban I. Niles 
retired from the Court.  Prior to joining the State Bar Court, Judge Platel served as an 
Assistant Chief Trial Counsel in the Office of the Chief Trial Counsel. 

 
Judge Platel was appointed to a six-year term commencing November, 1 2008. 

 
3. As of October 31, 2008, 51 respondents have successfully completed the State Bar Court’s 

Alternative Discipline Program (“ADP”).  At this time, there are 195 respondents who are 
either being evaluated by the Lawyer Assistance Program for participation in the ADP or 
have been accepted into the State Bar Court’s Program.   These 195 respondents involve 
368 matters in the State Bar Court.  
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