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STATE BAR COURT

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

                           
PUBLIC HEARING ON RULES OF  

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

1149 SOUTH HILL STREET, 7TH FLOOR

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015

THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2010

APPEARANCES:

For the Commission for HARRY B. SONDHEIM, ESQ.
  the Revision of the 16115 Northfield Street
  Rules of Professional Pacific Palisades, California
  Conduct:   90272

(310) 454-1088

For Lewis, Brisbois, RAUL L. MARTINEZ, ESQ.
  Bisgaard & Smith, LLP: 221 North Figueroa Street

Suite 1200
Los Angeles, California 90012
(213) 250-1800

For Kehr, Schiff & ROBERT L. KEHR, ESQ.
  Crane, LLP: 12400 Wilshire Boulevard

Suite 1300
Los Angeles, California 90025
(310) 820-3455

For the Western State KEVIN E. MOHR, ESQ.
  University College 1111 North State College
  Of Law:     Boulevard

Fullerton, California 92831 
(714) 738-1000

Proceedings recorded by electronic sound recording;
transcript produced by transcription service.
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APPEARANCES:  (cont'd.)

For the Office of RANDALL DIFUNTORUM, ESQ.
  Professional Office of Professional
  Competence, Planning,   Competence, Planning,
  & Development:   & Development

The State Bar of California
180 Howard Street
San Francisco, California
  94105
(415) 538-2161

For the State Bar of MIMI LEE
  California: The State Bar of California

1149 South Hill Street
Los Angeles, California 90015

Transcriber: Briggs Reporting Company, Inc.
6336 Greenwich Drive, Suite B
San Diego, California 92122
(310) 410-4151
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P R O C E E D I N G S

(9:45 a.m.)

MR. SONDHEIM:  Good morning.  It's about 9:45 on

Thursday, March 11, 2010, and we are here for a public

hearing of the State Bar of California to receive testimony

on proposed amendments to the Rules of Professional Conduct.

My name is Harry Sondheim, and I am the Chair of

the State Bar's Commission for the Revision of the Rules of

Professional Conduct.

The Rules of Professional Conduct are professional

responsibility standards the violation of which will subject

an attorney to discipline.  Pursuant to statute, Business

and Professions Code Section 6077, the State Bar of

California is charged with the responsibility of developing

and adopting amendments to the rules for approval by the

California Supreme Court.  Amendments to the Rules of

Professional Conduct do not become binding unless and until

they are approved by the Supreme Court.

The State Bar Staff has caused notice of the

hearing to be issued by several methods, including a posting

at the State Bar web site, public notices in the Daily

Journal, the California Bar Journal, e-mail notifications to

interested persons, and a press release to the media.

This proceeding is being audio-recorded and

transcribed by a certified court reporter.  Please speak
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clearly and state your name when you are recognized and

called to the podium, and if there are any intervening

speakers, we will ask that you restate your name so that

your comments can be properly attributed.

If you have any written materials that have not

yet been submitted, please give them to Mimi Lee of the

State Bar Staff, who is sitting there and just raised her

hand, and if there's anyone here who has not signed in, we

also ask that you sign in with Mimi before being called to

speak.

The public hearing has been authorized by the

Board of Governors Committee on Regulation and Admissions,

which oversees the work of the Commission.  The Commission

is a subentity of the Board of Governors.

This public hearing, as well as the 60-day public

comment period on the proposed rules, which ends on

March 12, 2010, has been authorized by the Board.

Well, let me introduce to you the members of the

Commission and the Staff here.  To my far left is Raul

Martinez, a member of the Commission.  Next to him is Robert

Kehr, also a member of the Commission.  To my right is Kevin

Mohr, our consultant.  Next to Mimi is Randy Difuntorum, and

that is Mimi Lee, as I indicated before.

It's my understanding that we have one speaker who

had signed up to talk, but, apparently, so far he has not
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arrived, and so we'll wait a short period of time to see if

he arrives or if any other speaker is present.  So we can go

off the record now.

(Proceedings recessed briefly.)

MR. SONDHEIM:  We're back on the record again, and

we've been waiting approximately 40 minutes to see if

anybody is interested in making any comments.  We've also

tried to contact the one person who we believed might be

here at the hearing, but so far we have not been successful

in directly contacting that person, even though we've left a

message for that person.

Unless there's anybody in the room here who would

like to speak, I'm going to adjourn our public hearing. 

Seeing no one who desires to speak, we will adjourn the

public hearing.  We've looked outside to see if there is

anybody on their way, and there appears to be no one, and I

want to thank all the persons who have attended here for

coming, and it's now about 1:43.

THE REPORTER:  It's about 10:12.

MR. SONDHEIM:  Excuse me.  Let me try that again.

THE REPORTER:  About 10:12.

MR. SONDHEIM:  10:12, and we're going to adjourn

the public hearing.  Have a good morning.

(Proceedings in the above-entitled matter were

concluded.)
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