














 

 

SOLO AND SMALL FIRM PRACTICE SECTION 
TH E  STAT E  BA R  O F  CA L I F O R N I A 
 

180 Howard Street ,  San Francisco,  CA 94105-1639 •  Tel  415-538-2350 •  Fax 415-538-2368 •  http:/ /solo.calbar.ca.gov/ 

June 8, 2011        
 
 
Via E-Mail 
Laila.bartlett@calbar.ca.gov 
 
 
Ms. Laila Barlett 
Office of Member Services  
State Bar of California  
180 Howard Street  
San Francisco, Ca  94105 

RE: Solo and Small Firm Executive Committee Position on Free MCLE 

Dear Ms. Barlett: 

The Executive Committee of the Solo and Small Firm Section of the State Bar of California recently 
discussed at length the proposal of the Board of Governors regarding the provision of free Online CLE to 
all bar members, which proposal is currently pending before the Member Oversight Committee.   The 
Solo and Small Firm Section Executive Committee, by this letter, presents our position of opposition in 
relation to this proposal for the reasons set forth below. 

First, the State Bar currently provides a multitude of opportunities for State Bar members to obtain free 
and low cost CLE without now having to provide additional free or low cost CLE credits.     Members do 
not have to resort to the programs offered by private companies which can be very costly.  For example, 
if a member were to join the Solo and Small Firm Section, at a very low cost, we offer many programs in 
ethics which would provide the necessary hours for compliance with the State Bar’s MCLE obligations.  
Further, if the members take advantage of our “Tool Box” this contains valuable programs, including 
ethics, at no or low cost to members.  

Second, if the State Bar is required to offer all of the programs currently in section libraries at no cost 
instead of making them available through membership in the sections, each section would be 
detrimentally affected by the loss of revenue which is generated by Section sales of audio and video 
tapes, the Tool Box, and live participation in our other self study MCLE programs.  The revenue 
generated by these programs is vital to the continued successful operation of the Solo and Small Firm 
Section, and it would be difficult to overcome the loss of such revenue.  

In addition, if these programs are offered for free, it will likely detract from the attendance at the State 
Bar Annual Meeting which would have severe economic consequences affecting all sections and all 
members of the State Bar.  
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For these reasons, the Solo and Small Firm Section of the State Bar of California strongly opposes the 
proposal to offer additional free or low cost CLE programs on a dedicated page on the state bar’s web 
site.  Thank you for your consideration of our position.  

 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

Teresa A. McQueen, Esq. 

Chair, Solo and Small Firm Section  

 





From: David Clark
To: Bartlett, Laila
Subject: Agenda Item III.D., Attachment 1 - Analysis of Free Online MCLE in Ethics
Date: Monday, June 06, 2011 1:29:36 PM

Public comment:

After examining Agenda Item III.D., Attachment 1 - Analysis of Free Online
MCLE in Ethics, I noticed that the free training did not include,
California Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 5-220 or ABA Model Rule
3.8(d).

After participating in a trial involving a traffic infraction, I have come
to believe that every California driver and other persons who may become
subject to prosecutorial misconduct could benefit from a better educated
prosecutor. Therefore, please consider including material such as
California Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 5-220 or ABA Model Rule
3.8(d) in the current or future "Free Online MCLE in Ethics."

Thank you,

David Clark
(530) 623-6447
dsp@snowcrest.net

---------------------------------------------
This message was sent using SnowCrest WebMail.
http://www.snowcrest.net

mailto:dsp@snowcrest.net
mailto:Laila.Bartlett@calbar.ca.gov
http://www.snowcrest.net/


















From: Peter H. Flournoy
To: Bartlett, Laila
Subject: COMMENT ON MCLE
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 4:45:02 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

I guess I should spend more time reading the statutes that govern the
State Bar.  I had no idea the Bar was under a legal obligation to
provide free MCLE.  Four courses out of over 900 hardly seems to meet
the letter, much less the spirit, of the law. My comment goes beyond the
subject of offering ethics MLCE courses on a free basis, which by the
way I favor.  I think it is time the entire MCLE process is examined
from a cost benefit point of view.  Even the American Bar Association,
as high a priced organization as that it offers at least 15 hours of
free MCLE!   Thank you, Peter H. Flournoy
--
PETER H. FLOURNOY INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICES OF SAN DIEGO 740 NORTH
HARBOR DRIVE SAN DIEGO CA. 92101-5806 phf@international-law-offices.com
This electronic mail message and any attachments are intended for the
use of the addressee(s) named above and may contain information that is
privileged and/or confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, or an employee
or agent responsible for delivering this email to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this email message in error, please immediately notify the
sender bt replying to this message or by calling 1-619-232-0954. Thank
you. www.international-law-offices.com 619-232-0954 (land line)
619-923-3618 (fax) 619-203-5349 (cell)

mailto:phf@pacbell.net
mailto:Laila.Bartlett@calbar.ca.gov


From: Louise Greene
To: Bartlett, Laila
Cc: Louise Greene; Alexander S. Gareeb; Fadi Rasheed; Rangi Perera
Subject: Provision of Core Curriculum of 25 hours of free online MCLE in Legal Ethics
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2011 11:50:25 AM

I think this is an excellent proposal.  Although this may decrease the income to the Bar,
there will be no excuse for attorneys not knowing what is expected and required when it
comes to ethics.  Further, one purpose of the bar is to provide services to attorneys, and
there is no  more basic service than to provide current information and training to
California attorneys.
 
I strongly support the provision of 25 hours of free online MCLE in Legal Ethics and request
our representative approve this proposal.
 
Very Truly Yours,
 

Louise L. Greene, Esq.
Gareeb Law Group
21333 Oxnard Street, Second Floor
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
lgreene@glglegal.com
Tel: 818.456.0970
Fax: 818.456.0980
www.glglegal.com
 
This message and attachments are intended only for the addressee(s) and may contain information that is
privileged and confidential.  If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient or an  authorized
representative of the intended  recipient, I did not intend to waive and does not waive any privileges or the 
confidentiality of the messages and attachments, and you are hereby notified that any dissemination of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive this communication in error, please notify me immediately by
e-mail at lgreene@glglegal.com or by telephone at (818) 456-0970 and delete the message and attachments
from your computer and network.  Thank you for your professional courtesy and cooperation.

 
 

mailto:LGreene@glglegal.com
mailto:Laila.Bartlett@calbar.ca.gov
mailto:LGreene@glglegal.com
mailto:AGareeb@glglegal.com
mailto:FRasheed@glglegal.com
mailto:RPerera@glglegal.com
mailto:GLawGroup@glglegal.com
http://www.glglegal.com/
mailto:RPerera@glglegal.com


From: Erin Hustings
To: Bartlett, Laila
Subject: Free online MCLE proposal
Date: Thursday, June 16, 2011 2:25:57 PM

Ms. Bartlett,
I wanted to send a quick note in support of the proposal to offer free online ethics MCLE courses
(from the Board Committee on Member Oversight).  As is the case with all of the expenses
associated with maintaining a license, I do not receive any financial assistance from my employer
with meeting MCLE requirements, and I already make quite substantially less than colleagues
employed by the kinds of businesses and organizations most likely to support those costs.  Anything
that can be done to ease the burden would be much appreciated by me and, I’m confident,
thousands of other California lawyers in public interest work.
Thank you,
 
Erin Hustings (CA Bar # 249925)
Asylum Advocacy Associate | Physicians for Human Rights

1156 15th St. NW, Suite 1001 | Washington, DC 20005
(202) 728-5335 x. 302 | (202) 728 3053 (f)
ehustings@phrusa.org | www.physiciansforhumanrights.org
 

mailto:ehustings@phrusa.org
mailto:Laila.Bartlett@calbar.ca.gov
mailto:ehustings@phrusa.org
http://www.physiciansforhumanrights.org/


From: reilley@ix.netcom.com
To: Bartlett, Laila
Subject: Comment on proposed change: Provision of Core Curriculum of 25 hours of Free Online MCLE in Legal Ethics
Date: Wednesday, June 01, 2011 5:17:11 PM

This is an excellent idea!  I do hope it is enacted.  Not every attorney
is able to swing the cost of MCLE, and the current system has a number
of different providers of varying quality and cost, and it is difficult
to determine how to pick which classes are needed to keep up.  Having a
core curriculum that is cost free [or basically included in bar dues] is
an excellent idea.  It would certainly have helped me in this last year,
after not working for a few years.  I also think it will lower the cost
of attorney discipline, and protect the public better, because everyone
will have access to the information they need to serve their clients.

Kathleen Reilley
California State Bar #95884

mailto:reilley@ix.netcom.com
mailto:Laila.Bartlett@calbar.ca.gov
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