The State Bar of California

Dear State Bar,

Earlier today, the Committee of Bar Examiners (CBE) met to review data and performance
from both the November 2024 examination study and February 2025 Bar Exam to identify
the scoring adjustment for November takers, make recommendations for scoring
adjustments in response to the issues experienced in February, and set the minimum raw
passing score for the February exam.

At its meeting, the CBE passed resolutions making the following recommendations,
subject to California Supreme Court approval:

e The raw passing score for the February bar exam be set at 534. This represents
two standards of error measurement below the psychometrician-recommended
raw passing score of 560 in recognition of the reported experiences of February
examinees during the exam, examinee performance data, and the challenges
associated with fairly and accurately categorizing the level of disruption
experienced by individual examinees.

e Scores be imputed as follows:

o For missing multiple-choice answers, where the test taker has answered
at least 114 of the 171 scored multiple-choice questions.

o For missing essays or performance tests, where the test taker has
answered at least 4 of 6 written sections of the exam. With respect to this
resolution, examinees should be aware that all content entered in notes
fields was exported and linked to corresponding answer fields for review
by grading teams.

The committee made the recommendations after meeting for several hours in closed
session and after hearing directly from many applicants during public comment, both
today and during earlier meetings. With so many different experiences reported out of the
February bar exam, a lack of uniform data on each applicant’s experience across all
exam modalities, and the varying impacts of those experiences on performance, the CBE
faced a difficult and complex task in recommending a fair and principled solution that
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balances compassion and maintains the integrity of the bar exam. To that end, the CBE
determined a scoring adjustment for all - encompassed in their recommendation for the
lower raw passing score — was the fairest solution.

With respect to the November Bar Examination Study, the CBE established a minimum
threshold of performance of 28 correct questions, out of a total of 49. All applicants who
meet this threshold of performance will receive a scaled score adjustment of 40-points
as applied to the multiple-choice section of the exam only; this translates to an actual
adjustment of 20-points for qualifying examinees. This action does not require Supreme
Court approval.

Next steps

e The State Bar will take the CBE recommendations regarding the February 2025
bar exam and file a petition next week with the California Supreme Court.

e Oncethe Courtrules on the petition, the bar exam results—currently scheduled
for May 2—will be released.

e On May 5, the CBE will meet again to take up other, non-scoring related remedies
for February bar exam takers, including provisional licensure, a supervised
practice pathway to licensure, and special admission status for attorneys
licensed in other states.

¢ Non-scoring remedies then will be considered by the Board of Trustees at a
meeting planned for May 9. The Board will also consider a proposal to extend the
fee waiver approved for eligible applicants for the July 2025 exam to 2026 exam
administrations.

Again, we appreciate your patience as we work toward fair and thorough resolutions. The
State Bar apologizes for the difficulties many experienced in February.

Thank you,

Office of Admissions

State Bar of California
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