The State Bar of California

Dear Applicant,

Earlier today, the State Bar Board of Trustees met and approved resolutions regarding non-scoring

remedies for February 2025 Bar Exam applicants, including expanding the Provisional Licensure

Program (PLP) to exam takers who were unsuccessful or withdrew.

The Committee of Bar Examiners (CBE) approved PLP and other remedies, most recently at its May 5

meeting. The Board-approved CBE items Friday include:

Expanding the PLP to February applicants. The program allows law school graduates to practice
law under the supervision of fully licensed lawyers. To become licensed, applicants still must
take and pass a bar exam and meet all other requirements for admission. If approved by the
Supreme Court, the PLP for the February 2025 exam cohort will include both those who
withdrew from and those who did not pass the exam; it will expire two years after
implementation or December 31, 2027, whichever is later.

Recommending a path to licensure for US barred attorneys without sitting for the California Bar
Exam. The recommendation is contingent on the passage of Assembly Bill 1522, which currently
allows the Committee of Bar Examiners to prescribe alternative means for licensure with no bar
exam requirement for those barred in other jurisdictions for at least 4 years, and a different
examination requirement for those barred for less than 4 years. As an interim remedy,

recommending that the Court expedite a special admissions process for out-of-state attorneys.

These proposals will be submitted to the Supreme Court for approval.



The Board also approved extending the existing fee waiver provision through 2026 exam administrations.
Under the expansion, applicants who were unsuccessful on or withdrew from the February 2025 exam
will be able to have application fees waived for the July 2025, February 2026, or July 2026 exam,
whichever they sit for first. Those who already applied the fee waiver to July 2025 exam registration can

withdraw and use the waiver for either of the following two exams.

The Board passed an additional resolution recommending the CBE reconvene to address concerns
heard from February 2025 test takers in the days after the May 5 CBE meeting, to specifically consider

whether further adjustments are needed, including:

Taking the higher of the first and second read scores as opposed to averaging them.
Creating an appeal process for those who scored near the pass line.

Permitting a retake of the Performance Test (PT) only on the July 2025 Bar Exam and
substituting that score for the PT score received in February.

Exploring comments made that some applicants received answers belonging to other test
takers, were denied accommodations, and other issues to determine if further remedies are

warranted.

Regarding this latter issue, the Board of Trustees heard from State Bar staff that they have been looking
into reports of mismatched answer files. Staff reported that they will update the Board soon on the results

of the review; applicants will similarly be informed.

Also, at the CBE’s May 5 meeting, beyond the resolutions sent to the Board highlighted above, the CBE

also approved:

Directing staff to request that the Supreme Court allow the scaled score adjustment for
participation in the November study to be applied to the multiple-choice portion of the General
Bar Examination on whichever of the 2025 or 2026 administrations of the General Bar

Examination they attempt first. The Board concurred with this recommendation.

In other actions, the Board released a statement on Recent Executive Actions Threatening the Availability

of Legal Counsel and the Rule of Law.

The State Bar appreciates your patience as we continue to work toward fair and appropriate resolutions.



Thank you,

Office of Admissions

State Bar of California




