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Dear Applicant, 

This email includes important updates for those who did not achieve a passing score on the February 

2025 bar exam or who withdrew from the exam. 

REVIEW OF SCORING ISSUES AND DELIVERY OF TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS 

An independent, privileged review of scoring for applicants who were unsuccessful on the February 2025 

exam is currently underway by the Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO). If the review 

identifies any scoring errors not previously identified by the State Bar, the State Bar will implement 

individual scoring adjustments to correct any errors before the July 2025 exam. In conducting the review 

of the scoring process, HumRRO will consider requests for grading reconsideration and other 

communications submitted by applicants. No additional information is needed from test takers. 

The review will also assess whether test takers who did not pass the exam but had been granted testing 

accommodations for the February 2025 bar exam received those accommodations. As part of this review, 

done at the direction of the State Bar’s Office of General Counsel, HumRRO will be reviewing available 

data, including video, and conducting 30-minute interviews of test takers granted testing 

accommodations. To that end, the State Bar will soon be sending invitations for the interviews, which are 

expected to occur between July 14 and August 12. HumRRO is making every effort to complete its 

preliminary review of applicants who are registered for the July 2025 bar exam prior to that exam. 

However, the results of HumRRO’s review will need to be considered by the Committee of Bar Examiners 

and the Board of Trustees at a future meeting, and such a meeting will not occur before the July 2025 bar 

exam. 

PERFORMANCE TEST SCORE IMPUTATION 
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As you know, on June 11, the California Supreme Court approved the Committee of Bar Examiners’ 

recommendation that Performance Test (PT) scores be imputed for all test takers who did not receive a 

passing score on the February 2025 exam, and to use that score, if higher, in calculating the test taker’s 

total scaled score. This imputation resulted in 80 additional test takers receiving a passing score. Since 

that date, some test takers have reached out to us or made public comments raising concerns about the 

method used for the imputation of PT scores and providing recommendations for alternative approaches. 

We took that feedback seriously and explored other models. 

Psychometric Model Used 

To calculate the imputed score, a statistical method called the Rasch Partial Credit Model (PCM) was 

used, to compare the score profiles of the essays for applicants who did not achieve a passing score on 

the exam (i.e., the score received on essay 1, 2, 3, etc.) with the score profiles of those who did receive a 

passing score to predict what the expected score on the PT would be for someone with that score profile. 

Alternatives Suggested 

 Different Imputation Method: Some commenters suggested that instead of comparing score

profiles with test takers who passed the exam, the comparison should have been to those who

experienced “no disruptions” on the exam. We re-ran the imputation using one narrow and one

expansive definition of who experienced no disruptions. Using either definition, this approach

would have resulted in fewer applicants passing the exam than was the case under the method

used, with no different test takers switching from fail to pass status.

 Averaging Test Taker’s Essay Scores to Estimate PT Performance: Other commenters

recommended determining their PT score by averaging the scores they received on the essays,

arguing that would better estimate a PT score that more closely reflected their own capabilities.

This is not a psychometric imputation; it does not use any information about how people perform

on the PT in relation to how they perform on essays. Essays and the PT measure different skills,

averaging one’s essay scores is not an appropriate way to determine likely results on the PT.

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR APPLICANTS WITH A FEE WAIVER 

As you know, the Board of Trustees previously approved a bar exam fee waiver through 2026 for 

applicants who withdrew from or were unsuccessful on the February 2025 bar exam. To provide greater 

flexibility, the Board of Trustees approved an important change: 

If you received a fee waiver and are registered for the July 2025 exam, you may withdraw at any 

time before the first day of the exam and keep your fee waiver for use on one exam in 2026. 

If you decide to withdraw from the July 2025 exam, you must submit your request through the Applicant 

Portal no later than 11:59 p.m. PT on Monday, July 28, the day before the exam. Applicants who 

withdrew from the July 2025 exam prior to today's action will also retain their fee waiver for one exam in 

2026. Prior to the opening of registration for each of the 2026 bar exams, instructions will be sent out 

reminding applicants how to apply their fee waiver. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to share this information with you. 

Sincerely, 

Office of Admissions 

The State Bar of California 

   

The email address noreply@calbar.ca.gov is used solely for sending communications and is not 

monitored. If you need assistance or wish to get in touch, please contact us using the Applicant Portal. 

State Bar of California, 180 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105, 415-

538-2000
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