
 

  

Dear Applicant, 
  
We are writing to provide an update regarding the February 2025 California Bar Examination 
results.  
  
Additional Successful Applicants 
Following the Committee of Bar Examiners’ decision on May 30 to use the higher score of the 
first and second reads for each written response—rather than averaging the two—the State 
Bar has completed a re-evaluation of exam scores. Because imputed scores are calculated by 
assessing how all test takers performed on a question (the question's difficulty) in addition to 
the particular test taker's performance on other questions they answered, this review process 
also included a re-imputation of essay and Performance Test (PT) scores for all test takers with 
imputed scores. 
  
As a result, 230 individuals have been notified today that they passed the February 2025 bar 
exam. 
  
This total includes four individuals who were mistakenly not awarded their November 2024 
score adjustment. 
  
Supreme Court Petition Seeking Approval to Impute Performance Test Scores 
Today, the State Bar’s Office of General Counsel filed a petition (and attachments) with the 
California Supreme Court seeking approval to impute Performance Test scores for all 
unsuccessful applicants, and if higher, substitute that score for the awarded score. This 
scoring adjustment remedy was also approved by the Committee of Bar Examiners on May 30 
but requires Supreme Court approval before it can be implemented. 
  
Should this petition be approved, we estimate approximately 79 additional applicants would 
be added to the list of successful applicants. 
  
The petition recommending non-scoring adjustments is still pending with the Supreme Court. 
  
Impact on Overall Pass Rates 
With the inclusion of these 230 newly passing applicants, the overall pass rate for the 
February 2025 bar exam will increase to 63.37% (61.76% for the General Bar Examination and 
81.45% for the Attorneys Examination). If the Supreme Court approves the recommendation 
from the Committee of Bar Examiners to impute Performance Test scores for all unsuccessful 
February 2025 bar exam applicants, the combined effect of today’s changes and this change 
would result in an overall pass rate of 65.2%. 
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Independent Firm to Review February Bar Exam Issues  
Yesterday, the Board of Trustees approved funding to enter into a contract with the Human 
Resources Research Organization to conduct an independent, privileged review of scoring for 
applicants who failed the February 2025 bar exam. The review will also assess whether test 
takers who did not pass but had been granted testing accommodations received those 
accommodations. 
  
If you have already contacted us or submitted a request for reconsideration of your results, no 
further action is required at this time. Your submission will be communicated to those 
conducting the independent review. We will notify you if additional information or steps are 
needed.  
  
If you have not submitted a request for review, we will notify you of the process that will be 
established to submit concerns about how your testing accommodations were delivered 
and/or how the exam was scored. 
  
We appreciate your patience as we work diligently to implement approved remedies.  
  
Office of Admissions 
The State Bar of California    
  

  
  

  

The email address noreply@calbar.ca.gov is used solely for sending communications and is 
not monitored. If you need assistance or wish to get in touch, please contact us using 
the Applicant Portal. 
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