
Dear Applicant, 

  

Since the May 5 release of the February 2025 Bar Exam results—including written essay and Performance Test (PT) 

responses—the State Bar has received inquiries regarding issues with some of those results, both directly from 

applicants and via social media. All issues raised to date have been carefully reviewed, and today we are able to 

report the resolution of three distinct categories of concern and the status of a pending review of another.   

  

We also understand that many of you are carefully monitoring the scheduling of the next meeting of the 

Committee of Bar Examiners. We have polled members for availability and responses are due back tomorrow. We 

will update you as soon as the meeting is scheduled.   

  

Category I: Response Assigned to Incorrect Applicant (“mismatch”) 

Impacted applicants: 3 

Pass/Fail Status change: None   

After a manual review of 4,105 applicants’ written sections (review of those who handwrote the exam was not 

necessary), the State Bar identified 3 applicants who received a score for 1 essay that belonged to another 

applicant.     

• 1 of the applicants already had passed the exam, and that result was unchanged when the correct score 

for the 1 mismatched essay was applied. 2 applicants had failed the exam, and that result was 

unchanged when the correct score for the 1 mismatched essay for each of them was applied. These 

applicants will be notified today of the mismatch occurrence, and their response will be provided to 

them.   

Category II: Failure to Impute Scores for Missing Essays and Performance Tests for Applicants Who Participated 

in the March 18-19 Retake Exam 

Impacted applicants: 9 

Pass/Fail Status change: 1 applicant goes from fail to pass   

The State Bar identified 9 retake participants who had a score of 0 included in their overall score calculation 

instead of having had a score imputed–as approved by the CBE– for missing content. All 9 had failed the exam.    

• As a result of the imputation for the missing content, 1 applicant has now passed the exam.  

• After the imputation for the missing content, 8 applicants continued to fall below the pass line. The 

imputed score also was not sufficient to qualify them for a second read.    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.calbar.ca.gov%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FOS%2B113%2Fd2CthV04%2FVWYchY1kYdpdW3-mRpz5s1YHyW1zSvF_5wzQjrMfRfkn3lYMRW69sMD-6lZ3plN51fgp6vBCnTW2RBWsJ6c5b7ZW4k5vm01MBCPnW384vGy3QsZmzW48sDkW9gw5g-W4jLj0M6kyKh8W8hxBkc1ZzjMGW4DXk8G8kYMWyW3_FZ_M3pt4h7VCSXvj9981s8W5qGQ8P8fSk6WW586vSj3wtBYQW3wkGtb7bfztnW2C-yMB4rtLBwVfyP3j5rQMRWW7Y_7cx1DnBVkW7tkVbH85_n3_V8mNdY7nKhBZW3zyBRr93WV4gW4SxZLV54gksnf7Z-FrT04&data=05%7C02%7Cwebcontent%40calbar.ca.gov%7C86ce901940df4c5385db08dd932d2c7e%7C25577ba53ebd4ec590d70e8148a8318a%7C0%7C0%7C638828544421890189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8K3U4cPdFhU8czojXVPJLPlEhJh8NXguvIt5MzFwc2o%3D&reserved=0


All Category II applicants will be notified today of the failure to impute scores appropriately during the original 

round of grading and of their new imputed score.   

  

Category III: Failure to Score 2 Questions on the March 18-19 Retake Exam 

Impacted applicants: 7 

Pass/Fail Status change: 3 applicants go from fail to pass   

For exam security and integrity, applicants who participated in the retake were given different essays and a 

different PT than those tested in February. The State Bar identified 7 applicants who participated in the retake 

exam, retook some but not all of the essays, but incorrectly received zeros for one of their answers due to a 

clerical error. The clerical error was the result of the numbering on two of the essays having been inadvertently 

switched, leading to 7 applicants being assigned the wrong essay to take on the retake exam. These 7 were then 

given a zero for the essay they wrote because the applicants already had a score for an essay bearing the same 

essay number. 

• As a result of substituting the zero score with the score they actually received on the assigned essay 

question, 3 applicants have now passed the exam. 

• After applying the score they received on the incorrectly assigned question, 2 applicants' scores made 

them eligible for a second read. However, after the second read, they still fell below the pass line.   

• After applying the score they received on the incorrectly assigned question, 2 applicants did not have 

sufficient scores to make them eligible for a second read, and thus their status was unchanged.   

All Category III applicants will be notified today of the failure to score certain questions during the original round 

of grading. Those who still fall below the pass line will also receive their revised score.   

  

Category IV: Incomplete Transfer of Performance Test Notes Field to Graders 

Impacted applicants: Currently under review 

Pass/Fail Status change: Currently under review   

The State Bar is committed to ensuring that content in the Notes field was provided to graders in addition to the 

content in the actual Response field. Incomplete transmission of the Performance Test (PT) Notes field has been 

flagged by some applicants. For unsuccessful applicants, staff is in the process of manually reviewing the Notes 

that were provided to graders to assess whether all content was included. Impacted applicants will be eligible for 

regrading of the PT portion of the exam.    

The State Bar plans to prioritize regrading for any applicant who, mathematically, could pass or become eligible for 

a second read, with a higher PT score. The number of applicants impacted by incomplete Notes field transfers, and 

who would receive a higher PT score if all Notes field content was graded, is unknown at this time. Once that 

information is available, applicants will be notified as soon as possible.   

  

Regrading for other applicants impacted by incomplete Notes field transfers—those for whom even a perfect 

score on the PT would not transition their status from fail to pass—will be undertaken following resolution of the 



matter for the initial group to ensure that all candidates have accurate information about how they performed on 

the exam to inform future efforts.    

  

We understand how frustrating the past several months have been for many of you, and we apologize. In 

recognition of both the need for greater transparency around and confidence in the scoring process, as well as the 

significant demands on staff who are necessarily focusing on planning for a successful July bar exam 

administration, the State Bar will engage an independent third party to manage a comprehensive review of all 

concerns expressed about scoring and grading. This effort can also support and inform the Committee of Bar 

Examiners during its consideration of any additional actions to be taken pursuant to the resolution passed by the 

Board of Trustees at its May 9 meeting.   

  

Thank you, 

Office of Admissions 

State Bar of California 
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