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GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Meeting Resolution Vote

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt the baseline requirements for certification of all 
types of ADR practitioners should include levels of both training 
and experience (i.e., “personal qualifications”) indicating that 
certified practitioners should have the ability to competently 
perform the ADR process, at least in simpler matters.

Yes

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt the baseline requirements for certification of newer 
practitioners should generally require more training and less 
experience than that required for very experienced practitioners 
and should not constitute a significant barrier to certification of 
newer practitioners.

Yes

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt the baseline requirements for certification of very 
experienced practitioners should generally not require as much 
training as required for newer practitioners; however, very 
experienced practitioners should be required to have completed 
a specified amount of training within a specified time period.

Yes

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt all certified practitioners should be required to 
complete a specified amount of continuing education, including 
in ethics, that maintains or increases their knowledge and skills 
in each ADR process for which they are certified within a 
specified timeframe to remain certified.

Yes

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt all certified practitioners should be required to 
remain actively engaged in the ADR processes for which they are 
certified within a specified timeframe to be eligible for 
recertification.

No
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Meeting Resolution Vote

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt that all certified practitioners may receive credit 
toward any experience requirements for recertification for 
engaging in specified activities that maintain or enhance 
knowledge and skills in the ADR processes for which they are 
certified.

Yes

6/18/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution working 
group adopt a guiding principle that the State Bar should offer, 
and county bar associations, trainers, and providers should be 
encouraged to offer, required continuing education with 
reasonable frequency and at reasonable cost to ADR 
practitioners.

Yes

BASELINE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIATORS

Meeting Resolution Vote

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group approve, in concept, 
the Baseline Certification and Recertification requirements for 
mediators as provided in Attachments 1, 2, and 3 to the August 
20, 2025, staff memorandum for agenda item 2.1.

No

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group approves the Baseline 
Certification and Recertification recommendation but 1) remove 
“includes a joint session” from the definition of a Qualifying 
mediation, 2) add “Include joint session in training” in the 
requirement for mediator training and 3) remove the “Peer 
Feedback or Reflective Practice Group Sessions.”

Yes

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group approve in concept the 
Baseline Certification and Recertification requirements for 
mediators as provided in Attachment 3 to the August 20, 2025, 
staff memorandum for agenda item 2.1, and that the 
requirements be circulated for public comment.

Yes
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BASELINE REQUIREMENTS FOR ARBITRATORS

Meeting Resolution Vote

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group approve, in concept, 
the Baseline Certification and Recertification requirements for 
arbitrators as provided in Attachment 3 to the August 20, 2025, 
staff memorandum for agenda item 2.2, and that the 
requirements be circulated for public comment.

Yes

ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR MEDIATORS

Meeting Resolution Vote

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group approve, in concept, 
the Ethical Standards for State Bar Certified Mediators as 
provided in Attachment 1 to the August 20, 2025, staff 
memorandum for agenda item 2.3, and that the standards be 
circulated for public comment.

Yes

COMPLAINTS AND REMEDIES

Meeting Resolution Vote

4/23/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group, in concept, 
recommends that complaints about certified firms, providers, 
and practitioners be addressed by the State Bar, or by one or 
more professional organizations authorized by the State Bar in 
accordance with a program approved by the Board, that such 
procedures be confidential and fair, and that fair procedures for 
investigation and imposition of sanctions should be available for 
complaints about certified firms, providers, and practitioners if 
complaints are brought after certification has been revoked or 
has not been renewed, and for distribution for public comment.

Yes
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COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES TO COURT PROGRAMS

Meeting Resolution Vote

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group 
recommends that the two proposals from: 1) Working Group 
members Jill Kopeikin and Sarah Hodgson and 2) State Bar 
staff, as set forth in the January 12, 2026, staff report for agenda 
items B2.3, entitled Supplemental Information regarding 
Application of State Bar Certification Program and Complaint 
Procedure to Court Programs, be distributed for public 
comment.  

Yes

TIERS FOR ARBITRATORS AND MEDIATORS

Meeting Resolution Vote

8/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Working Group adopt in concept the 
baseline requirements for certification of very experienced 
practitioners for all ADR processes; that the experience 
requirements for certification of experienced practitioners 
should generally be less than the training requirements for 
certification of newer practitioners.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, recommendation for Tiers No.1 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1 as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 2 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1 as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 3 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 4 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 5 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as revised in the 
meeting to remove the word “currently” from the required and 
elective criteria and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 6 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 7 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 8 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the October 22, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.1. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

11/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 9 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the November 20, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item B 2.2. as revised in the 
meeting to delete Elective criteria that provides credit for 
service as a pro tem judge and for distribution for public 
comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

11/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers Criteria No. 10 (of 26) in Attachment 1 to the 
November 20, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B 2.2. as revised in the 
meeting to delete “providing continuing education in alternative 
dispute resolution practices to attorneys and other 
professionals” from the elective criteria and for distribution for 
public comment.

Yes

11/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers Criteria No. 11 (of 26) in Attachment 1 to the 
November 20, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B 2.2. and as amended by 
replacing “and” with “or” after the semicolon and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes

11/20/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers Criteria No. 12, 13 AND 14 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the November 20, 2025, Tiers Subgroup Report 
and Recommendations for Agenda Item B 2.2. and as amended 
by adding 100% to No. 13 and 200% to No. 14 as the additional 
hours of ethics training that the practitioner must complete 
during each year of the recertification period to satisfy the 
requirement or receive elective credit, and for distribution for 
public comment.

Yes

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 15 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as proposed but include language at the end of the criteria 
to add “for a period of at least five years” and to make the 
criteria “Required” for baseline Tier 1 and for distribution for 
public comment.

Yes

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 16 (of 26) in 
the Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 17 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as revised during the meeting to make it “Required” for 
baseline Tier 1 and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 18 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as revised during the meeting to 1) remove the language 
“Before accepting a new [arbitration or mediation]”; 2) add at 
the beginning of the sentence “At the earliest opportunity”; 3) 
add to the end of the sentence “within the previous 5 years”; 4) 
change criteria from N/A to “Required” for baseline Tier 1, and 
for distribution for public comment.

Yes

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 21 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1 as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

No

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators No. 22 (of 26) in 
Attachment 1 to the Attachment to the December 15, 2025, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as revised during the meeting to remove “numbers and/or 
percentages of [arbitration or mediations]” and after 
‘Practitioner discloses the’, adds “approximate number of 
mediations” and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 23 (of 
26) in Attachment 1 to the January 12, 2026, Updated Tiers 
Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1. 
as proposed and for distribution for public comment. 

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 24 (of 
26) in Attachment 1 to the January 12, 2026, Tiers Subgroup 
Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1. as 
proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 25 (of 
26) in Attachment 1 to the January 12, 2026, Updated Tiers 
Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1. 
as proposed and the definition of Mentoring set forth in the 
January 12, 2026, Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations 
for Agenda Item B2.1. as proposed and for distribution for public 
comment.

Yes

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 26 (of 
26) in Attachment 1 to the January 12, 2026, Updated Tiers 
Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1. 
as revised to delete “each year of” and for distribution for public 
comment.

Yes

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, REVISED Tiers Criteria for Arbitrators and Mediators 
No. 10 (of 26), Reflective Practice Session, and the definition of 
Reflective Practice Session set forth in the January 12, 2026, 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1. as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/12/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 22(B) 
(of 26) in Attachment 1 to the January 12, 2026, Updated Tiers 
Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1. 
as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Arbitrators and Mediators Criteria No. 19 
and 20 (of 26) in Attachment 1 to the January 21, 2026, Updated 
Tiers Subgroup Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 
B2.1., as proposed for Criteria No. 19 and as revised for Criteria 
No. 20 to include “notifies the parties and lawyers,” in the first 
sentence, and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

TIERS FOR PROVIDER ORGANIZATIONS

Meeting Resolution Vote

12/15/25 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Provider Organizations No.1, 2, 3 and 14 (of 
14) in Attachment 1 to the December 15, 2025, Tiers Subgroup 
Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item 2.3 as proposed 
and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Tiers for Provider Organizations Criteria Nos. 4-13, 
and 15 (of 15) in Attachment 1 to the January 21, 2026, Provider 
Organization Subgroup Report and Recommendations for 
Agenda Item B2.2 as proposed and for distribution for public 
comment. 

Yes
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PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION AND BASELINE REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDER 
ORGANIZATIONS

Meeting Resolution Vote

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the Program Administration Requirements for 
Provider Organizations No. 3 in Attachment 2 to the January 21, 
2026, Provider Organization Subgroup Supplemental Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as revised to:

· Paragraph No. 3., section (a) (vi) to Strike, “other than 
affiliated practitioners” and Add “General 
business information includes identity of equity 
owners, which should be an ongoing obligation”

· Paragraph No. 3, section (b)(iii) to Strike, “other than 
affiliated practitioners” and Add “General business 
information includes identity of equity owners 
and shareholders, which should be on ongoing 
obligation”

and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the Program Administration Requirements for 
Provider Organizations No. 1 in Attachment 2 to the January 21, 
2026, Provider Organization Subgroup Supplemental Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as revised: Paragraph 
No. 1 to add “one or more” and for distribution for public 
comment.

Yes

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the Program Administration Requirements for 
Provider Organizations No. 2 and 3 (other than 3 (a)(vi) and 
(b)(iii)) in Attachment 2 to the January 21, 2026, Provider 
Organization Subgroup Supplemental Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the Program Administration Requirements for 
Provider Organizations No. 4 in Attachment 2 to the January 21, 
2026, Provider Organization Subgroup Supplemental Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as revised:

· Paragraph No. 4, Strike: Program Fees to the State Bar for 
Provider Organizations should be based on ranges (?) of 
organization size as determined by approximate(?) 
number of affiliated (California-based) practitioners.  

· Paragraph No. 4, to Add: State Bar should establish a 
schedule of fees for certification of Provider Organizations 
based on, among other things 1) number of affiliated 
[California-based] practitioners, 2) revenue, 3) 
organizational characteristics like nonprofit vs. for profit.

and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Baseline Eligibility/Qualification Requirements for 
Provider Organizations Paragraph No.3 (j)(i)(2), in 
Attachment 1 to the January 21, 2026, Prover Organization 
Subgroup Supplemental Report and Recommendations for 
Agenda Item B2.2. as revised to

· Strike “other than affiliated practitioners” in Paragraph 
No. 3(j)(2), and Add “General business information 
includes identity of equity owners and shareholders, 
which should be on ongoing obligation”

Yes

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Baseline Eligibility/Qualification Requirements for 
Provider Organizations Paragraph No.3 (a)-(e) and (g) -(j), and 
(j)(i)(2) as amended, in Attachment 1 to the January 21, 2026, 
Prover Organization Subgroup Supplemental Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.  

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the definition of “California-based panelist” in 
Attachment 1 to the February 10, 2026, Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Preliminary Report and Recommendations for Agenda 
Item B2.1 and Appendix I, as revised to state “California-based 
panelist” means an ADR practitioner on a Provider Organization’s 
panel or roster who serves parties residing or having a place of 
business in California and for distribution for public comment.

No

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Nos. 1, 2, and 3(f) in Attachment 2 to the February 
10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1 and Appendix C, 
as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Nos. 3(f)(ii) in Attachment 1 to the February 10, 
2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1 and Appendix I, 
as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the definition of “California-based panelist” in 
Attachment 1 to the February 10, 2026, Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Preliminary Report and Recommendations for Agenda 
Item B2.1, as proposed and for distribution for public comment.

Yes

ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR PROVIDER ORGANIZATIONS

Meeting Resolution Vote

1/21/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Ethical Standards for Provider Organizations 
Paragraph and section No. 4, 5, 7, 8, 10 in Attachment 2 to the 
January 21, 2026, Provider Organization Subgroup Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.2. as proposed and for 
distribution for public comment.

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Proposed Ethical Standards for Provider 
Organizations, Standard Nos. 3 and 9, Attachment 2 to the 
February 10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary 
Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1, and 
Attachment E, as proposed and for distribution for public 
comment. 

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Proposed Ethical Standards for Provider 
Organizations, Standard No. 6, in Attachment 2 to the February 
10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1, and Attachment E as 
revised to Standards 6(b) and 6(d) and for distribution for public 
comment. 

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Proposed Ethical Standards for Provider 
Organizations Standard No. 1(c) in Attachment 2 to the February 
10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1, and in Appendix 
E, as revised to the Subgroup’s proposed definition of 
Alternative Dispute Resolution by adding the language “covered 
by” and strike “defined in”, and for distribution for public 
comment. 

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Proposed Ethical Standards for Provider 
Organizations Standard No. 1(a), (b), (d) – (m) in Attachment 2 to 
the February 10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Preliminary Report and Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1, 
and in Attachment E as revised and for distribution for public 
comment. 

Yes
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Meeting Resolution Vote

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, Proposed Ethical Standards for Provider 
Organizations Standard No. 2 in Attachment 2 to the February 
10, 2026, Alternative Dispute Resolution Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations for Agenda Item B2.1, and Appendix 
E as revised to strike the language and add “These Ethical 
Standards apply to ADR services Administered by a Certified 
Provider Organization when the ADR service is conducted in 
California or Governed by California Law”  and for distribution 
for public comment. 

Yes

STATE BAR RULES FOR ADR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

Meeting Resolution Vote

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, State Bar ADR Certification Rules section titled 
“Confidentiality of Complaint Proceedings, Information, and 
Records”, subsection (D) titled “Authorized Disclosures” in 
Attachment 1 to the February 10, 2026, State Bar Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Certification Program Rules Staff Report for 
Agenda Item B2.2, but to strike the language “an order of the 
Board of Trustees” at the end of the sentence and for 
distribution for public comment. 

Yes

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, State Bar ADR Certification Rules in Attachment 1 to 
the February 10, 2026, State Bar Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Certification Program Rules Staff Report for Agenda Item B2.2, 
as revised and for distribution for public comment.

Yes
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ADR WORKING GROUP PRELIMINARY REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Meeting Resolution Vote

2/10/26 RESOLVED, that the ADR Certification Working Group approves, 
in concept, the ADR Working Group Preliminary Report and 
Recommendations Agenda Item B2.3, and for distribution for 
public comment. 

Yes

WORKING GROUP CHARGE

Meeting Resolution Vote

10/22/25 RESOLVED, that the Alternative Dispute Resolution Working 
Group approves amending the last sentence in the Working 
Group Charge, as reflected in attachment to Agenda Item B2.1, 
so it reads: The Working Group will submit its recommendations 
to the Board of Trustees.

Yes


