WILL PROVISIONS
(Sample Modify as appropriate)

With respect to my law practice, my personal representative is expressly authorized and directed to carry out the terms of the “Succession Planning Agreement” I have made with [Insert Name of Assisting Attorney] on [Insert Date], and/or with 					[Insert Name of Authorized Signer] on 				[Insert Date]; if that Agreement or those Agreements are not in effect, my personal representative is authorized to enter into a similar agreement or similar agreements with other attorneys that my personal representative, in their sole discretion, may determine to be necessary or desirable to protect the interests of my clients and to close my practice in compliance with California Rules of Professional Conduct and applicable State Bar requirements.

OR

My personal representative is expressly authorized and directed to take such steps as they deem necessary or desirable, in my personal representative’s sole discretion, to protect the interests of the clients of my law practice and to wind down or close that practice, including, but not limited to, selling the practice in compliance with California Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 1.17, collecting accounts receivable, paying expenses relating to the practice, reconciling my trust account(s) in compliance with California Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 1.15 and Business and Professions Code sections 6211 and 6213, refunding any unused trust balances owing to my clients, employing an attorney or attorneys licensed to practice law in California to review my files, completing unfinished work, promptly notifying my clients of my death or incapacity, providing them with information about the status of their matters, and assisting them in finding other qualified attorneys, and providing the State Bar of California with the name of the person who will be responsible for the long-term storage of and access to my closed files.


DISCLAIMER: The State Bar as a regulatory entity does not provide legal advice to licensees. The information provided in this document should not be used as a substitute for obtaining legal advice. You should always consult a suitably qualified attorney regarding any specific legal problem or matter.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND REPRINT PERMISSION: Portions of this handbook [and/or materials] were adapted with permission from the Oregon State Bar Professional Liability Fund handbook, Planning for the Unexpected, Copyright 2023. All rights are reserved except that licensed legal professionals in California may use this material for their own law practice or to assist another licensed legal professional closing their office. It may be reproduced for classroom instruction or by non-profit organizations for informational, non-commercial purposes only. Acknowledgement of original publication by the Oregon State Bar Professional Liability Fund is required for any reproduction. Contact the Professional Liability Fund for other use cases.
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